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HISTORY" OF THE FOEEEST MEDAL. 



/HE presentation, by James Law- 
son, Esq., to the New- York His- 
torical Society, of the Forrest Gold 
* Medal, recalls pleasant literary 
and artistic reminiscences. The 
occasion of the presentation to 
Mr. Forrest called together many men 
eminent in the drama and in literature. 
It was on the evening of July 25th, 1834, 
that the ceremony came off. We may 
refer to the event, briefly, not only be- 
cause of its historical interest, but also 
for the part taken in it by such gentle- 
men as Vice- Chancellor McCoun, Pros- 
per M. Wetmore, Mr. Leggett, Mr. Dun- 
lap, Mayor Cornelius Lawrence, Dr. Hol- 
land, and other " eminences" of the gen- 
eration of our fast-departing fathers. 

The occasion of the tes- 
timonial is thus adverted 
to by the N. Y. Evening 
Post, July 29th, 1834 :— * 
"The intention of Mr. 
Forrest to visit Europe 
having been stated in the 
public papers, his ap- 
proaching departure was 
considered by a large 
number of our fellow-citi- 
zens as presenting a proper 
occasion to express to him, 
by some suitable public 
tribute, the estimation in 
which he is held, alike for those talents 
which have placed him at the head of his 
profession, and those virtues which have 
endeared him to his friends, and furnished 
a theme of commendation even to foreign 
writers who have found little in our 
country which they deem worthy of their 
praise. To carry this object into effect, 
a meeting was held in the month of May 
last, at the Shakspeare Hotel 7 It was at- 
tended by a large number of our most 
estimable citizens, when the object was 
fully discussed, and a committee appoint- 
ed," &c, &c. Such names as those of 
Ogden Hoffman, Fitz-Greene Halleok, Dr. 
Hosack, Judge Tallmadge, Wm. C. Bry- 
ant, Washington Irving, Wm. G. Simms, 
Kobt. W. Weir, T. H. Perkins, Jr.. Philip 
Hone, &c, were appended to the testimo- 
nial paper. The committee to whom 
the matter was referred reported that a 
medal "would, perhaps, constitute the 
most expressive and acceptable token of 



those sentiments of admiration and regard 
which it was the wish of the subscribers 
to testify to Mr. Forrest/ 7 and suggested 
as the proper design for thevlies a bust of 
Mr. Forrest in profile, on one side, sur- 
rounded by the legend — Histriom Opti- 
mo, Eduino Forrest, Viro Proestanti : 
on the reverse a figure of Tragedy, with 
the legend — " Great in mouths of wisest 
censure, " encircling it. This proving 
acceptable to those concerned, the task o f 
drawing was submitted to Chas. C. 
Ingham, and the engraving for the die 
given into the hands of C. C. Wright. 

It was now decided to make the present- 
ation of the medal to Mr. Forrest in pub- 
lic, and to this end a dinner was given at 
the City Hotel, in New- York, on the even- 
ing before named. Letters passed be- 
tween the parties, honorable alike to the 
donors and the recipient. The Post 
says :-— " The Hon. Wm. T. McCoun, Vice- 





Obverse. 



Reverse. 



Chancellor, presided, assisted by Prosper 
M. Wetmore, Mr. Justice Lownds, and 
Alderman Geo. D. Strong, as Vice-Presi- 
dents. On the right of the President was 
seated the guest in whose honor the feast 
was provided ; and on his left, the Hon. 
Cornelius Lawrence. Mayor of the City. 
Among the guests were the managers of 
the several principal theatres in the 
United States, in which the genius of 
Mr. Forrest has been most frequently ex- 
ercised, together with several of the most 
esteemed members of the theatrical profes- 
sion ; among them the veteran Cooper, and 
the inimitable and estimable Placide." 

The proceedings were characterized by 
toasts and speeches of no ordinary char- 
acter, to which, for want of space, we 
must be content with a few brief allu- 
sions. The President, prefacing his toast 
to Mr. F., said, among other things . — 
" Eight years ago a youth came to this 
city unheralded and almost unknown. 



His first introduction to the community 
was through one of those acts of kind 
ness on his part, by which his whole sub- 
sequent career has been distinguished. 
To add a few dollars to the slender means 
of a poor, but industrious and worthy na 
tive actor, this youth, his diffidence over- 
come by his sympathy, appeared in the 
arduous character of Othello, before a 
metropolitan audience. What was the 
astonishment and delight of the specta- 
tors, when, instead of a raw and ungainly 
tyro, they beheld one who needed only a 
few finishing touches to render him the 
peer of the proudest in his art. A rival 
theatre was then rapidly rising under the 
superintendence of a man who has few 
superiors as a director of the mimic world 
of the stage. To this theatre the un- 
heralded youth (now the c observed of all 
observers') was speedily transferred, and 
during the most brilliant period of its his- 
tory was its bright particu" 
lar star. Allured by the 
strange and attractive 
light, the wealth, the tal- 
ent, the fashion, and the 
respectability of the city 
nightly crowded its 
benches Not Good- 
man's Fields, when Gar- 
rick burst, a kindred 
prodigy, on the astonish- 
ed London audience, dis- 
played nightly a gayer 
scene, nor resounded with 
heartier plaudits." 
The reply of Mr. Forrest to this singu- 
larly appropriate and affeoting address 
was happy. It was marked with modesty, 
good sense, and dramatic enthusiasm. 
We have not room for any portion of the 
reply, which we much regret. 

The festivities of the evening were par- 
ticipated in by many of the " leading 
lights" of the metropolis, who, by toast 
and speech, added to the gayety and 
brilliancy of the event. Dr. Holland 
paid a merited tribute to the genius of 
Wm. Gilmore Simms. James Lawson, 
Esq., adverted in happy terms to Robt. 
Montgomery Bird. Altogether the occa- 
sion was one of the most iiffceresting which 
ever called together our wits and worthies, 
and its memory ought not to be permitted 
to pass away. 

We present a fac-simile of the medal 
— obverse and reverse. The Historical 
Society may congratulate itself upon the 
possession of the interesting souvenir. 



